
SHEFFIELD CITY REGION CDI SECTOR GROUP 

MEETING NOTES 

29 SEPT 2015 

 

Present: Alison McKinna, Chris Dymond, Dave Cates, Paul Crowther, Nick Jeans, Tom Wolfenden, 

Matt Hill, Jag Goraya, Andrew Cropley, Mel Kanarek, Andi Stamp, Laura Bennet (Tech North), David 

Campbell-Molloy (LEP), David Grimes (LEP). 

 

LEP UPDATES 

Skills Bank – the aim is to “put purchasing power in the hands of employers and align spending with 

the economic agenda”. It is being jointly commissioned between the South Yorkshire Combined 

Authority and the Skills Funding Agency – they are procuring a managing agent at the moment. 

Expected to be awarded this month and go live in 2016. The idea is for it to be employer led and to 

provide a range of interventions for recruitment and upskilling. This includes the idea of an 

aggregated vacancy model and combined training offers. 

Broadband – Superfast South Yorkshire is 5 months ahead of schedule. For more information, see 

http://www.superfastsouthyorkshire.co.uk/ . The issue of Sheffield City Centre is still to be resolved. 

EU ICT funding (note: “ICT” is the term Europe uses – it refers to what we would call digital.) – David 

Campbell-Molloy provided the following information after the meeting: 

Clarity provided for you and the sector group hopefully on the ICT Call programme if you would be 

happy to circulate amongst members: 

 There is currently £2.6m available under the ICT thematic objective for Growth Plan priority 

areas covering supporting new and existing businesses across the city region 

 Again to emphasise the fact that ESIF funding for the latest 7 year programme is a lot less 

compared to the previous 7 year programme and is deliberately aligned to help the City 

Region to deliver against our strategic priorities in the Growth Plan agreed with Government 

 The ICT thematic objective (which is in a national context as I mentioned at the meeting) has 

the following features: 

o Specialist diagnostic, mentoring, coaching and consultancy support to existing SMEs 

to strengthen entrepreneurial understanding, usage and adoption of ICT for business 

benefit 

o Provision of advice and practical support for SMEs to develop new skills with a focus 

on increasing the usage of ICT to transform existing businesses and to create new 

business start-ups 

http://www.superfastsouthyorkshire.co.uk/


o Provision of digital products and platforms that can have a transformative impact on 

business growth 

o Targeted engagement, workshops and marketing with existing businesses to 

promote the benefits of broadband and increase internet adoption 

 The July 2015 Call (which closed September 2015) has been allocated an indicative £500k 

and covered all of the above features within a national context but the local context 

requested proposals for the last point i.e. targeted engagement, workshops and marketing 

 The local context of the next ICT Call needs to be for features of the thematic objective 

which cover practical advice and support for businesses. The timing of the Call in relation to 

the development of the Growth Hub needs to be considered and understanding national 

schemes. We expect the next Call to go out in January 2016 

 The timing of a January 2016 Call will enable the integration of activity into the start-up 

service and look at developing a voucher scheme depending on national provisions, to be 

announced in the autumn statement, and which could link to innovation vouchers 

 The Call is likely to be for an indicative value of £1m ESIF over 3 years 

 This would likely leave around £1m for additional or extension of activity for later Calls in the 

European programme. Alternatively it could be transferred into other SEP priority areas 

where evidence demonstrates it will have greatest impact on the achievement of Growth 

Plan objectives 

Growth Hub – the Hub has five “spokes”: start-ups, skills, access to finance, export, innovation. It is 

thematic rather than sector specific. It is being run by a sub-committee of the LEP and the Combined 

Authority. The opportunity for the Sector Group is to provide evidence of how programmes/support 

to CDI would contribute to hard targets on jobs and start-ups, to identify types of support that are 

missing and to propose how things could be done differently. 

Alison reminded the LEP representatives of the work that the Sector Group did for the Strategic Plan 

and encouraged them to revisit the document of ideas that we put forward.  

David Grimes offered to facilitate an “ideas session” with members of the Group to enable the 

group to feed in to the planning. We have a tentative date of 4th November, 4-6pm. Please let Mel 

know if you would like to attend.  

A beta version of the Hub website is due by the end of October, with a final version live in January 

2016. The Growth Hub programmes are to be in place by April 2016. 

DEVOLUTION DEAL – see document circulated with these notes. 

TECH NORTH – Laura Bennett is the Community Engagement Manager. The team has been in place 

since July. They are focusing on inward investment, angel and VC investment, skills and talent and 

community, supporting things that are already happening. They are funded for 3 years. Laura also 

flagged up the Tech Nation 2016 report (http://www.nesta.org.uk/blog/mapping-digital-tech-

http://www.nesta.org.uk/blog/mapping-digital-tech-clusters-tech-nation-2016


clusters-tech-nation-2016) and the Northern Stars pitching competition 

(http://technorthhq.com/northern-stars/).  

SHEFFIELD HALLAM UNIVERSITY – there is a new head of the Computing department and there are 

400 new undergrad students this year, with the department seeing a shift towards computer 

science. They will need placements for their sandwich year – please contact Paul Crowther 

(p.crowther@shu.ac.uk) for info. The department also has a new course on data science and a post 

graduate course on Big Data Analytics which is very popular. 

UTC2 – building work will start soon and the college will be open in September 2016. They are 

writing the curriculum now – please contact Jag Goraya (jagusti@betterwithdata.co ) to get 

involved. 

CHRISTMAS – The Platform is holding its Christmas get-together on 17th December. All Sector Group 

members welcome! (Keep an eye on Eventbrite for details.) 

TOUR OF SHEFFIELD COLLEGE FACILITIES – James Smythe, deputy principal, gave us a tour of 

Sheffield College’s new Creative Arts building at Hillsborough. The facilities are impressive and 

available to businesses to use. The College is also keen to foster strong links with the CDI 

community, through everything from working with students to working out of the College premises. 

More information from James (james.smythe@sheffcol.ac.uk ) and our thanks to the College for 

hosting the meeting. 
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